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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  : 


(1)  The  Birth-rate  (18  s 8)  is  higher  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

(2)  The  Death-rate  (13*3)  is  comparatively  low. 

(3)  The  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality  (85  s 3 per  1000  of 
registered  births)  is  much  below  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

(4)  The  Death-rate  for  Phthisis  is  low  on  this  occasion, 
but  the  respiratory  Death-rate  is  still  above  the  average  of 
former  years. 

(5)  There  is  again  a small  Zymotic  mortality. 

(6)  The  total  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  (Measles  ex- 
cluded) is  relatively  small. 
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To  Hipperholme  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  Report  for  the 
year  1908.  It  consists  of  (1)  Statistics  of  births,  deaths, 
infectious  and  other  diseases,  with  comments  thereon  ; (2) 
remarks  on  sanitary  and  other  relative  matters  ; (3)  various 
tables  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  Home  Office,  and 
the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is 
also  appended. 

Area  of  District. — This  embraces  1192  acres,  and  may  be 
described  as  an  elevated  sloping  plain  extending  for  two  miles 
from  west  to  east  and  one  mile  from  north  to  south.  Prior  to 
November,  1899,  the  area  of  the  district  was  1138  acres; 
but  a small  tongue  of  land  amounting  to  54  acres  was  tacked 
on  to  it  at  Bailiffe  Bridge  (when  the  rest  of  the  North  Bierley 
District  was  annexed  to  the  City  of  Bradford),  and  the  acreage 
was  thereby  raised  to  1192.  This  added  portion,  which  is 
intersected  by  a main  road  half  a mile  in  length,  contained 
90  houses,  with  a population  of  about  400.  The  whole  district 
is  almost  naturally  and  proportionately  divided  into  three  parts, 
the  first  part  beginning  with  Hipperholme  at  the  higher 
latitude,  the  second  merging  with  Lightcliffe  on  the  level,  and 
the  third  terminating  with  Bailiffe  Bridge  below. 
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Population. — At  the  census  of  1901  the  total  population 
at  all  ages  was  4205  ; I have  placed  the  estimated  population 
for  1908  at  4350.  I consider  that  this  estimate  is  a fairly  correct 
one,  because  the  number  of  empty  houses  was  again  an  un- 
pleasant feature  during  the  year  ; and,  in  spite  of  the  erection 
and  occupation  of  several  new  houses,  the  ratio  of  increase  in 
population  which  one  would  naturally  expect  was  seriously 
counterbalanced  by  the  tenantless  houses.  In  Table  A some 
items  of  interest  are  shown  with  reference  to  the  last  seven 
census  periods. 


TABLE 

A. — (Population). 

Average  No. 

Year. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

of  persons 

Houses. 

per  house. 

1841 

2836 

573 

5 0 (approx.) 

1851 

2813 

590 

476 

1861 

2778 

602 

4*6 

1871 

3501 

758 

4*6 

1881 

2920 

— 

— - 

1891 

3309 

755 

4*38 

1901 

4205 

981 

4*28 

Births. — During  the  year  there  were  registered  82  births, 
comprising  44  males  and  38  females.  In  the  first  quarter  the 
number  registered  was  20,  in  the  second  28,  in  the  third  22, 
and  in  the  fourth  12  Two  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 


As  regards  sex,  the  average  proportion  is  approximately- 
males  53  per  cent.,  females  47  per  cent.  ; as  compared  with 

(1)  males  45  per  cent,  and  females  55  per  cent,  in  1907,  and 

(2)  males  53  per  cent,  and  females  47  per  cent,  in  1906.  This 
sex-proportion  varies,  however,  from  year  to  year,  as  will 
be  seen  from  Table  B. 
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TABLE  B. — (Births). 

Bate  per  1000 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

per  annum. 

1894 

...  38 

36 

74 

21*5 

1895 

...  43 

26 

69 

20-2 

1896 

...  33 

38 

71 

20 '8 

1897 

...  38 

45 

83 

234 

1898 

...  42 

38 

80 

225 

1899 

...  48 

34 

82 

22*4 

1900 

...  38 

45 

83 

20-75 

1901 

...  37 

45 

82 

19-5 

1902 

...  41 

45 

86 

20-2 

1903 

48 

36 

84 

19-6 

1904 

...  36 

39 

75 

17  5 

1905 

...  45 

39 

84 

19-4 

1906 

...  35 

31 

66 

15-3 

1907 

...  35 

42 

77 

17*7 

1908 

...  44 

38 

82 

18-8 

The 

Birth-rate  per 

1000  per  annum  is 

18-8, 

which  is  a slight 

rise  upon  that  of  the  two  preceding  years,  but  still  below  the 
average  for  the  decennial  period  1898-1907,  which  is  19-4.  This 
year's  rate  is  also  relatively  low  as  compared  with  that  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  which  is  26 -5.  Here  I may  also  mention  that 
the  birth-rate  for  the  West  Riding  for  1907  was  25*8  as  against 
17 '7  for  this  district.  I would  point  out,  however,  that 
although  we  have  had  a specially  low  rate  of  reproduction 
for  many  years,  the  death-rate  has  never  been  higher  in  any 
given  year  than  the  birth-rate,  with  the  single  exception  of 
1906,  when  the  latter  rate  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 


Deaths. — The  actual  number  of  deaths  which  were  registered 
in  the  district  was  52,  but  to  this  number  have  to  be  added  the 
deaths  of  six  “residents”  in  public  institutions  elsewhere, 
and  thus  the  total  becomes  58,  26  of  males  and  32  of  females. 
The  institutions  referred  to  are  : — Royal  Infirmary,  Halifax  ; 
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Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford  ; Poor  Law  Hospital,  Halifax  ; 
and  W.  R.  Lunatic  Asylum,  Wakefield.  The  quarterly 
mortality  occurred  as  follows  : first  quarter,  22 ; second 
quarter,  16;  third  quarter,  9;  fourth  quarter,  11. 

In  analysing  the  numbers  in  the  various  age-periods  I find 
that  7 died  in  infancy,  5 between  one  and  five  years  of  age, 
1 between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  2 between  the  ages  of 
fifteen  and  twenty-five,  24  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five 
and  sixty-five,  and  that  19  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-five 
and  upwards.  From  this  it  will  be  gathered  that  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  mortality  occurred  in  persons  under  25  years 
of  age,  and  about  three-fourths  in  persons  of  the  age  of  25 
and  upwards. 


TABLE  0.— (Deaths). 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
per  annum. 

1894 

...  24 

20 

44 

12*8 

1895 

...  29 

23 

52 

15*15 

1896 

...  35 

27 

62 

18*2 

1897 

...  22 

13 

35 

99 

1898 

...  22 

26 

48 

132 

1899 

...  31 

28 

59 

16  * 1 

1900 

...  20 

28 

48 

12*0 

1901 

...  26 

20 

46 

10*9 

1902 

...  32 

29 

61 

14*2 

1903 

...  24 

23 

47 

11*0 

1904 

. . . 30 

21 

51 

11*8 

1905 

19 

35 

54 

12*5 

1906 

. . . 30 

38 

68 

15*6 

1907 

...  35 

31 

66 

15*2 

1908 

...  26 

32 

58 

13  3 

The  Death-rate  is  13 . 3 per  1,000  per  annum  as 

contrasted  with 

15.2  in 

1907,  and  is 

only  fractionally 

more  than  the  average 

for  the 

previous  ten 

years  (13*2).  The  decline  in  the  death- 

rate  in  1908  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding  years  is  all 
the  more  gratifying  when  one  remembers  that  it  is  accom- 
panied by  a corresponding  increase  in  the  birth-rate  also. 
For  the  West  Riding  in  1907  the  rate  was  15*3  ; the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1905  was  1-52,  in  1906  it  was  15*4, 
in  1907  it  was  15*0,  and  in  1908  it  was  14*7. 

Among  the  chief  causes  of  death  were  :— 

(a)  Measles.— One  child  died  from  this  disease  at  Bailiffe 
Biidge  ; and  as  about  one  hundred  persons  were  attacked 
by  Measles,  this  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  the  mortality  for 
the  year  was  one  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  cases. 


(b)  Diphtheria.— Two  children,  who  lived  in  Lightclilie, 
succumbed  in  the  first  quarter.  There  was  one  death  in  1907. 

(c)  Influenza. — There  were  four  deaths  under  this  heading, 
as  contrasted  with  three  in  1907  and  two  in  1906. 


(d)  Phthisis  or  Tubercular  Disease  of  Lungs.— Five 
persons  died  from  this  disease  during  the  year  ; in  1907  the 
number  was  four,  in  1906  six,  and  in  1905  seven  ; so  that  the 
average  number  appears  to  be  maintained  on  this  occasion. 
The  rate  is  1 * 1,  as  against  0 *9,  1 *3  and  1 *6  in  the  three  preced- 
ing years.  The  phthisis  death-rate  for  the  West  Riding  in  1907 
was  10. 

(e)  Respiratory  Diseases. — Ten  persons  were  certified 
as  having  died  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  or  pleurisy,  but 
three  of  the  ten  at  the  time  of  death  were  inmates  of  public 
institutions  outside  the  district.  More  than  half  of  this  number 
included  people  who  were  advanced  in  life.  Although  the 
death-roll  for  1908  is  still  above  the  average,  which  is  seven 
per  annum,  it  is  a considerable  drop  from  1907,  when  seven- 
teen deaths  were  registered  under  this  section. 
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If  we  omit  those  deaths  which  were  due  to  phthisis,  one-sixth 
of  the  whole  mortality  must  be  attributed  to  the  three  men- 
tioned diseases  of  the  organs  of  respiration  ; but,  if  we  include 
phthisis  also,  the  result  is  that  one-fourth  of  the  total  mortality 
is  so  accounted  for.  The  rate  per  1000  is  2*2  as  compared  with 
3-9  in  1907  ; that  for  the  West  Riding  in  the  latter  year  was 
2-7. 

(f)  Cancer. — This  malady  was  the  cause  of  four  deaths,  as 
against  five  in  1907,  four  in  1906  and  eight  in  1905. 

(g)  Diseases  of  the  Heart. — Three  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  disease  of  this  organ  as  contrasted  with  seven  in 
1907,  nine  in  1906  and  six  in  1905. 

Infant  Mortality. — Seven  infants,  of  whom  one  was  illegiti- 
mate, died  during  the  year  ; this  is  again  below  the  average 
number  (8*6)  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  number  and  the  rate  vary  from  year  to  year,  as  will 
be  seen  on  referring  to  Table  I in  the  appendix  of  this  report, 
but  since  the  year  1901  a fairly  low  average  has  been  main- 
tained. Three  of  those  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter, 
two  in  the  second  and  two  in  the  third.  One  of  the  most  preg- 
nant causes  of  this  section  of  mortality  is  imperfect  feeding 
of  the  infants,  but  the  certified  causes  here  are  premature 
birth  (3),  congenital  defects  (3)  and  atrophy  (1).  Not  one 
of  those  seven  infants  survived  longer  than  a fortnight,  in 
fact  six  of  the  seven  died  within  one  week  of  birth. 


The  rate  of  mortality  per  1000  of  registered  births  is  85 '3, 
which  compares  well  with  preceding  years  and  is  very  much 
below  the  average  rate  (107 ’4)  of  the  decennial  period  1898- 
1907.  The  infant  mortality  of  the  West  Riding  for  1907  was 
130  ; that  of  England  and  Wales  for  1906  was  133,  for  1907 
it  was  118,  and  for  1908  it  was  121. 
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Zymotic  Death-rate. — Three  deaths  are  here  included 
as  against  two  in  1907,  two  in  1906  and  three  in  1905.  The 
rate  per  1000  is  0.7,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  satisfactory 
and  as  indicative  of  the  existence  of  good  sanitary  conditions 
in  the  district.  The  chief  epidemic  diseases  form  the  basis  of 
calculation  under  this  heading,  and  measles  and  diphtheria 
were  the  causes  of  death  here  involved.  For  comparative 
purposes  it  may  be  added  that  the  rate  for  the  West  Riding 
for  1907  was  1.4,  and  for  England  and  Wales  for  1908  it  was 
1.29. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications. — Of  those  infectious  diseases  which  are 
notifiable  the  number  reported  during  the  year  was  101,  viz.  : — 
Diphtheria  3,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Enteric  Fever 
1,  and  Measles  94.  In  connection  with  those  diseases  78 
houses  were  affected.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  following 
months  : — In  January  37,  in  February  42,  in  March  10,  in 
April  4,  in  May  3,  in  June  1,  in  October  1,  in  December  3. 
The  major  part  of  this  infectious  catalogue  was  provided 
during  the  first  quarter. 


The  number  of  this  class  of  diseases  reported  annually  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Compulsory  Notification  Act  in  this 
district  in  1890  is  shown  in  Table  D.  The  inclusion  of  Measles 
among  those  diseases  which  must  be  notified,  dates  from 
June  1st,  1905,  so  that  to  obtain  the  average  for  ten  years  it 
may  be  expedient  to  select  the  period  from  1898  to  1907, 
and  exclude  Measles  from  the  reckoning  altogether.  Such 
average  is  16.7,  and  as  only  7 notifications  were  received 
(irrespective  of  Measles),  it  would  appear  that  the  year  1908 
is  very  much  below  the  mean  quantity,  in  fact  the  figures  on 
this  occasion  are  the  lowest  since  the  year  1890. 


Isolation  Hospitals.— (a)  The  Joint  Hospital  is  situated 
at  Clifton,  Brighouse.  Patients  suffering  from  any  of  the 
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following  diseases  are  received,  viz.  : Cholera,  Typhus  Fever, 
Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diphtheria.  During  the 
year  one  case  of  Typhoid  and  one  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted 
from  this  District.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  nineteen 
admissions,  in  1906  sixteen,  in  1905  three  and  in  1904  seven. 


(b)  Small  Pox. — In  terms  of  an  agreement  concluded 
between  the  Corporation  of  Halifax  and  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board  (which  includes  Hipperholme),  cases  of  Small-pox 
arising  in  this  district  will  in  future  be  sent  to  the  Hospital 
at  Halifax  for  treatment. 


TABLE  D. — (Infectious  Diseases). 


Year 

Small -pox 

Diphtheria. 

Croup. 

Cfi 

aj 

'cd 

CX. 

• *H 

c n 

>> 

u 

w 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric 

Fever 

Continued 

Fever 

| 

Measles. 

Total 

1890 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1891 

• • • 

2 

13 

1 

• • • 

16 

1892 

54 

3 

11 

• • • 

1 

69 

1893 

3 

9 

3 

1 

2 

• • • 

11 

1894 

2 

15 

4 

• • • 

21 

1895 

... 

3 

4 

1 

8 

1896 

• # * 

2 

24 

5 

0 

36 

1897 

3 

4 

28 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

36 

1898 

4 

5 

7 

1 

17 

1899 

1 

2 

21 

• • • 

24 

1900 

2 

13 

3 

2 

20 

1901 

2 

3 

... 

5 

1902 

1 

... 

7 

2 

... 

10 

1903 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

... 

11 

1904 

3 

• • • 

1 

| 1 

8 

... 

1 

... 

14 

1905 

• • • 

• • • 

i 8 

4 

1 

3 

16 

1906 

• • • 

11 

1 

8 

1 

... 

51 

72 

1907 

• • • 

4 

3 

24 

1 

39 

71 

1908 

. . . 

3 

2 

1 

i 

1 

94 

101 
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Small-pox  ‘ Chicken-pox. — We  have  been  free  from  the 
foimer  disease  since  the  year  1904.  In  my  last  annual  report 
1 referred  to  an  outbreak  of  Chicken-pox  which  commenced 
in  Hipperholme  and  spread  to  Lightcliffe  at  the  end  of  1907. 
No  cases,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  were  recognized  at  the  beginning 
of  1908  ; and  the  only  record  of  the  disease  being  present  in  the 
district  refers  to  three  cases,  one  in  Hipperholme  in  October 
and  two  in  Lightcliffe  in  November. 


Scarlet  Fever.  Only  one  notification  was  received,  as  com- 
pared with  twenty-four  in  1907  and  eight  in  1906.  The  average 
number  for  the  ten  years  1898-1907  is  9.6,  so  that  the  attack- 
rate  for  the  present  year  has  reached  a very  low  point  indeed  ; 
and  an  examination  of  'Cable  14  makes  it  evident  that  the 
district  has  not  enjoyed  a similar  exemption  since  the  year 
1893.  The  child  suffering  from  this  fever  resided  in  Hipper- 
holme and  developed  the  disease  in  the  beginning  of  December  ; 
the  case  was  treated  at  home,  as  there  were  no  other  children 
in  tne  house  and  complete  isolation  was  possible.  No  sanitary 
defect  was  discovered  in  connection  with  the  dwelling. 

Diphtheria.  Since  the  year  1890  there  have  been  reported 
only  twenty-eight  cases  of  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup, 
and  three  of  these  belong  to  this  year.  A perusal  of  Table  D 
indicates  that  between  1890-1908  there  were  ten  blank  years, 
and  it  is  only  during  the  last  three  years  that  the  disease 
has  appeared  prominently  in  the  district.  The  three 
notifications  were  received  in  January,  March  and  October  : 
and  only  one  of  the  persons  affected  was  sent  to  hospital 
for  treatment.  The  two  children  who  were  treated  at  home 
died  from  one  of  the  many  complications  connected  with  this 
disease.  The  patients  were  all  residents  of  Lightcliffe,  and 
in  one  instance  an  insanitary  condition  was  discovered  in 
the  drainage  of  the  house. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.— -There  was  one  notification  of 
this  fever  in  the  month  of  March  ; the  average  number  for 
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the  last  ten  years  is  1*5.  The  person  affected  lived  in  Hipper- 
holme  ; she  was  removed  to  hospital.  Several  sanitary 
defects  were  found  in  connection  with  the  house  and  adjacent 
premises,  all  of  which  were  remedied  in  due  course. 


Erysipelas. — Under  this  heading  two  reports  were  received 
from  Hipperholme,  one  in  May  and  the  other  in  June.  The 
variety  was  that  known  as  “ idiopathic,”  and  no  insanitary 
condition  was  found  to  account  for  the  disease. 


Measles. — In  my  report  for  last  year  I remarked  that  several 
cases  of  Measles  had  appeared  at  Bailiffe  Bridge  at  the  end 
of  December  and  that  a continuation  of  the  disease  in  1908 
might  be  expected.  Early  in  January  many  young  children 
there  were  attacked,  and  a process  of  exclusion  from  school 
was  adopted  in  the  hope  that  this  measure  would  tend  to  check 
the  spread  of  the  disease.  I did  not  consider  it  advisable  to 
recommend  closure  of  the  school  for  several  reasons,  one  of 
which  was  that  many  of  the  children  had  contracted  the 
disease  during  the  Christmas  holidays  and  were  convalescing 
when  the  school  was  reopened.  But  during  the  latter  half 
of  January  a further  advance  was  made  into  Lightcliffe  and 
Hipperholme  and  those  parts  of  the  district  suffered  con- 
siderably till  about  the  middle  of  March.  In  April  and  May 
some  half-dozen  cases  were  reported,  and  we  had  total 
immunity  until  the  end  of  December  when  two  children  in 
different  parts  of  Lightcliffe  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
Measles. 

There  were  94  cases  reported  as  compared  with  39  in  1907 
and  51  in  1906,  and  more  than  one-third  of  the  number  were 
under  five  years  of  age.  One  death  occurred  at  Bailiffe  Bridge  ; 
and  it  is  certainly  astonishing  that  the  mortality  was  so  small, 
for  the  public  have  hitherto  refused  to  regard  this  disease 
as  at  all  dangerous  or  serious,  whereas  statistics  for  years 
past  have  unfailingly  proved  that  it  is  not  only  a preventable 
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disease  but  one  which  is  often  pregnant  with  fatal  results. 
1 must  again  refer  to  the  matter  of  compulsory  notification 
of  Measles  in  this  district,  as  many  householders  do  not  even 
yet  seem  to  be  aware  that  it  was  included  in  the  list  of  the 
Compulsory  Act  on  June  1st,  1905.  Some  parents  do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  employ  medical  assistance  in  the  treatment 
of  this  ailment,  and  under  such  circumstances  no  notice  of  the 
case  would  ever  be  received  ; but  fortunately  the  attendance 
officer  reports  to  me  those  absentees  who  are  unable  to  attend 
school  owing  to  any  infectious  complaint,  and  in  this  way 
I was  primarily  indebted  to  that  officer  for  the  names  of  over 
thirty  children  who  were  attacked  by  Measles  in  this  outbreak. 


Whooping  Cough.— -This  disease  has  visited  us  but  very 
lightly  since  1902,  when  it  was  prevalent  in  epidemic  form. 
I noticed  that  the  first  cases  in  1908  appeared  in  Lightcliffe 
in  the  month  of  May  immediately  after  the  subsidence  of 
Measles.  Although  children  continued  to  be  infected  until  the 
very  end  of  the  year  there  never  was  at  any  particular  time 
in  any  part  of  the  district  a severe  prevalence  of  this  ailment. 
There  was  no  fatality  recorded. 


Diarrhoea. — This  illness  occurred  in  lesser  degree  than  usual 
and  on  this  occasion  no  death  was  ascribed  to  it. 

Influenza. — Although  this  ubiquitous  disease  was  prevalent 
more  or  less  during  the  whole  year,  its  presence  was  most 
markedly  felt  in  the  spring,  and  the  severity  of  the  type  was 
quite  as  virulent  as  on  previous  occasions.  It  was  aggravated 
by  nervous,  bronchial  and  abdominal  complications  and  proved 
fatal  to  four  lives 


SANITARY  MATTERS. 


Inspections. — The  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  addition  to  his 
usual  routine  work,  has  also  along  with  me  visited  and  examined 
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houses,  places  and  localities  which  required  special  attention. 
In  several  instances  where  infected  houses  were  inspected, 
certain  defects  of  an  insanitary  nature  were  discovered  in  con- 
nection with  drains,  privies,  &c.,  all  of  which  have  been  reme- 
died. On  referring  to  the  figures  given  in  the  Inspector’s 
report  in  the  appendix,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
character  and  amount  of  the  work  consequent  upon  such 
inspections.  The  schools  were  fumigated  from  time  to  time 
as  necessity  arose  for  this  measure. 


Scavenging  and  Refuse  Removal. — The  removing  of  house 
refuse  and  night  soil  is  done  by  a contractor  who  acts  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  A new  agreement  was  entered 
into  when  the  contract  was  renewed,  and,  so  far  as  I have  ob- 
served, the  system  continues  in  good  working  order.  One  does 
very  rarely  receive  notice  about  a common  ash-pit  or  privy 
midden  being  overfilled,  but  on  enquiring  into  the  circumstances 
one  generally  finds  that  special  reason  exists  for  any  apparent 
oversight  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  or  the  man  whose 
duty  it  is  to  attend  to  this  work. 

The  scavenging  of  the  streets  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the 
Council,  but  this  is  limited  to  the  main  thoroughfares  and 
roads.  Two  carts  also  are  employed  for  the  purpose  of  watering 
the  dusty  highways  in  the  summer  months. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  etc. — The  domestic  and  trade  sewage 
is  treated  by  the  Corporation  of  Brigliouse  at  their  works  at 
Cooper  Bridge.  The  whole  district  is  now  sewered  with  the 
exception  of  that  portion  of  the  Hipperholme  branch  which 
is  not  completed  at  Mytholm.  Here  it  was  proposed  and 
arranged  to  connect  with  the  Northowram  area  (in  the 
Borough  of  Halifax)  when  the  sewage  of  that  place  came  under 
recognized  control ; but,  as  I have  previously  remarked,  this 
unconnected  portion  remains  so  year  after  year,  and  no  sooner 
does  one  hitch  seem  to  be  overcome  than  another  appears 


in  its  stead.  Consequently  certain  nuisances  which  arise 
periodically  in  this  locality  can  never  be  eradicated  until  this 
Mytholm  sewer  is  joined  on  to  the  main  trunk. 


The  defective  sewering  of  Westfield  Terrace  to  which  I 
referred  last  year  has  been  completed,  and  no  further  cause 
for  complaint  has  arisen  in  that  place.  The  construction  of 
new  drains  and  the  reconstruction  of  existing  drains  have  been 
carried  out  on  quite  an  extensive  scale,  and  the  testing  of 
drains,  according  to  the  Inspector’s  report,  seems  to  have 
become  a considerable  item  in  the  weekly  work  of  the  sanitary 
department.  In  the  Bailiffe  Bridge  district  interceptors  have 
been  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  return  of 
sewer  gas  into  this  area. 

Water. — (a)  Supply.  The  supply  is  derived  principally 
from  the  reservoirs  of  the  Halifax  Corporation  ; but  part  of 
Bailiffe  Bridge  is  dependent  on  Bradford  for  its  water.  At 
the  present  time  only  three  houses  in  the  whole  district  remain 
unconnected  with  the  public  service,  which  upon  the  whole 
may  be  described  as  sufficient  and  adequate  in  quantity. 
Several  extensions  to  new  property  have  been  made  during 
the  last  twelve  months  ; and  in  summer  the  mains  in  Kirk 
Lane  and  Wood  Lane  were  scraped  by  a process  which  resulted 
in  giving  satisfaction  at  the  time,  but,  probably  owing  to 
the  difficult  gradients  here  encountered,  the  domestic  supply, 
more  especially  in  the  terminal  branch  leading  into  Wood 
Lane,  became  muddy  and  unfit  for  ordinary  household  purposes. 
Flushing  at  frequent  intervals  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  remedv 
this  condition,  and  this  was  attended  with  considerable  success  ; 
but  as  the  fouling  returned  intermittently  at  the  extreme 
end  of  this  main,  the  Committee  have  decided  to  insert  valves 
to  wash  out  at  certain  points  with  a view  to  more  effectually 
remove  any  debris  which  may  yet  be  lodging  in  portions  of  the 
main. 


(b)  Lead.  The  water  which  comes  from  Halifax  is  liable 
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to  have  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  in  former  reports  I have 
written  pointedly  on  this  subject  of  lead  contamination. 
To  show  what  administrative  action  has  been  taken  in  former 
years  and  up  to  the  period  now  under  notice,  I will  briefly 
recapitulate  the  chief  facts  as  previously  stated  and  thus  bring 
the  matter  up  to  date.  In  1903  a discovery  was  made  in 
a neighbouring  district  that  the  water  from  the  same  reservoirs 
which  supplied  us  contained  lead,  and  acting  on  the  instructions 
of  the  Committee,  I obtained  samples  at  different  hours  of 
the  day  from  several  houses  for  the  purpose  of  analysis.  The 
presence  of  lead  was  clearly  established,  and  negotiations  were 
entered  into  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Halifax 
Water  Committee,  with  the  ultimate  result  that  the  plumbo- 
solvent  action  of  the  water  diminished  very  considerably  for 
a time  at  least.  In  1904,  however,  the  contamination  was 
again  manifest,  but  the  amount  of  lead  varied  in  the  same 
pipe  at  different  periods  of  the  year  The  Council  now  did  what 
they  considered  to  be  their  duty  in  the  public  interest  ; they 
proceeded  to  remove  the  long  lead  pipes  in  certain  streets  and 
substitute  iron  service  pipes.  Among  such  streets  thus  dealt 
with  were  Southedge  Terrace,  Roydlands  Street,  Victoria 
Terrace,  Holme  Terrace,  and  Lydgate.  New  regulations  con- 
taining more  stringent  directions  as  to  the  quality  and  length 
of  piping  material,  etc.,  were  also  adopted  early  in  this  year. 
In  1905  the  water  still  exerted  a certain  degree  of  solvent  action 
on  lead,  and  the  public  were  again  warned  about  the  necessity 
of  emptying  the  supply  pipe  at  the  first  morning  draw  from  the 
kitchen  tap,  whilst  the  work  of  replacing  long  lead  pipes  with 
iron  pipes  was  also  continued.  In  the  year  1906  I remarked 
that  ‘ 4 analysis  points  to  some  degree  of  plumbo-solvency  ’ ’ ; 
but  in  1907  a sample  which  I sent  for  examination  was  found 
to  be  devoid  of  action  on  lead.  Coming  now  to  the  year 
under  review  I have  to  report  that  two  analyses  were  made 
of  samples  taken  from  different  houses.  In  the  case  of  one, 
where  the  lead  service  pipe  was  some  90  feet  in  length,  the 
water  contained  three-tenths  of  a grain  of  lead  per  gallon  ; 
the  other  specimen,  which  was  drawn  from  a much  shorter 


17 


stretch  of  lead  pipe  about  three  months  later,  was  contaminated 
to  the  amount  of  one-fourteenth  of  a grain.  The  former 
service  pipe  has  been  removed  and  iron  piping  has  been 
inserted.  The  foregoing  details  have  been  furnished  for  the 
information  of  the  Local  Government  Board  at  their  request, 
and  I have  on  previous  occasions  written  more  fully  on  the 
subject ; but  as  the  public  press  in  past  years  has  teemed 
with  letters  and  articles  dealing  therewith  from  different  stand- 
points, I do  not  intend  to  unduly  continue  the  discussion 
further.  But  I think  it  must  be  admitted  that  for  about  five 
years,  if  for  no  longer,  the  water  which  has  stood  in  lead  pipes 
in  this  area  has  dissolved  out  in  varying  proportion  poisonous 
amounts  of  that  metal.  The  vendors  of  the  water  have  been 
approached  and  asked  to  employ  some  form  of  treatment 
before  it  enters  the  mains.  If  they  have  used  any  such 
antidote  it  is  safe  to  argue  that  it  has  been  lacking  in  intensity 
of  action  or  continuity  of  application.  This  Conncil  has  done 
a great  deal  to  minimise  the  evil  and  no  blame  attaches  to  them 
in  the  matter.  No  doubt  the  soft  water  is  very  suitable  for 
manufacturing  processes,  and  herein  probably  lies  the  crux  of 
the  whole  position,  as  it  has  been  suggested  that  any  system 
which  would  harden  the  water  might  cause  a commercial  loss. 
I have,  happily,  no  array  of  cases  of  lead  poisoning  to  strengthen 
the  argument,  but  the  unpleasant  fact  still  remains  that  our 
water  supply  is,  under  certain  conditions,  a potentially 
poisonous  menace  to  the  public  health.  And  judging  from  past 
experience  I am  afraid  that  until  some  alteration  is  made 
in  the  statute  book  this  stigma  will  last  for  some  time  longer. 


Dwellings.— The  number  of  houses  built  was  eleven  as  against 
ten  in  the  preceding  year  ; four  of  them  were  of  the  detached 
villa  type.  So  far  as  I know,  the  Committee  have  not  yet  taken 
any  action  in  the  matter  of  the  better  making  and  draining 
of  back  streets  ; if  the  by-laws  are  revised  in  the  immediate 
future  I would  suggest  the  advisability  of  definite  stipulations 
being  imposed. 


18 


Slaughter  House. — There  is  one  slaughter  house  which  is 
registered.  No  complaints  have  been  made  about  it,  and 
the  Inspector  reports  that  it  is  kept  in  an  orderly  and  cleanly 
condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Considerable  attention  is  devoted 
to  this  important  department  , and  during  the  year  the  cowsheds 
to  the  number  of  18  were  visited  bv  the  Sanitarv  Committee. 

c / 

Those  places  have  also  been  inspected  by  the  inspector  and 
myself,  and  the  nett  result  may  be  summed  up  by  saying  that 
upon  the  whole,  and  with  only  one  notable  exception,  they 
are  managed  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Much  good  work  lias 
been  done  in  past  years  and  in  construction  no  special  fault 
was  noticed  ; but  the  drainage  in  connection  with  one  shed  was 
found  to  be  defective.  This  insanitary  condition  has  not  yet 
been  remedied,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  responsible  persons 
are  negotiating  about  the  completion  of  the  necessary  altera- 
tions. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901). — (1)  Register.  From 
the  register  at  the  Council  Offices  I have  ascertained  that  there 
are  in  all  thirty-six  factories,  workshops  and  bakehouses  in  the 
district.  The  number  in  the  year  1907  was  thirty— five.  I 
have  visited  and  examined  those  places,  and  the  total  of 
such  inspections  (inclusive  of  those  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector)  amounts  to  seventy. 

(2)  Sanitary  Condition.  Again  the  report  on  the  general 
administration  of  the  Act  is  a favourable  one.  The  cleanli- 
ness of  the  premises  has  been  well  maintained.  Insufficient 
sanitary  accommodation  was  found  in  four  instances,  and 
those  defects  were  remedied  ; whilst  at  one  workshop  an 
unsuitable  privy  was  condemned  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
an  order  was  made  for  its  removal.  No  fault  was  discovered 
in  ventilation  or  air  space.  Improved  filtration  is  required 
in  one  of  the  tanneries,  and  this  point  is  receiving  due  notice 
at  the  hands  of  the  sanitary  officials. 
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(3)  Bakehouses.  Of  the  live  bakehouses  in  use  at  the 
end  of  the  year  two  are  underground  and  three  are  of  the  small 
retail  variety.  No  faulty  condition  was  reported  in  connection 
with  any  of  them.  The  two  underground  bakehouses  were 
considered  to  possess  all  special  sanitary  requirements,  and 
certificates  were  accordingly  granted  by  the  District  Council 
to  the  users  of  those  places. 


(4)  Home  Work.  No  home  work  is  carried  on  in  any 
dwelling,  and  no  list  of  outworkers  has  been  furnished  by 
any  employer. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  direct  attention  to  Tables  I.,  III., 
IV.  and  V.  of  Local  Government  Board,  to  Table  relating  to 
Factories  and  Workshops,  etc.,  to  Table  C of  County  Council, 
and  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  all  of  which 
follow  : — 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  DAVIDSON,  M.A.,  M.D.,  & C.M., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  1. 

TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS,  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 
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water)  1192  acres.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  4,205.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  981.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4.28 
(at  Census  of  1901).  Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District,  Poor  Law  Hospital,  Halifax 

W.R-  Lunatic  Asylum,  Wakefield  ; Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford  ; Royal  Infirmary,  Halifax. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the 
year  1908,  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  during  year  1908 
in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 
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Births  In  the  year  :-  Legitimate,  80  ; Illegitimate,  2.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  Ages,  58.  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants'; 

illegitimate  infants,  r.  Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  4,350. 
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TABLE  VI. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES,  AND  HOME 
WORK  in  the  Hipperholme  Urban  District. 

I. — Inspection. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

19 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

51 

Workplaces  (Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

included  in  Part  3 of  this  report) 

0 

Total  

70 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* 
Insufficient  

4 

4 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

i 

0 

Total  

5 

4 

Including:  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 


3. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  In- 

spector  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 

shop  Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

2 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspect. 

2 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

2 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  

2 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of 

1908 

29 

24 


TABLE  C. 

Dipper  bol  me  Urban  Sanitarp 

District. 


WATER  SUPPLY— 

Any  development  during  1908  ? — Extensions  to  new  streets. 

Developments  still  needed — To  Rooks  Mount.  Has  public  supply 
been  continuous  ? — Yes.  Any  complaint  as  to  action  on  lead  ?— 
No.  Any  samples  tested  for  lead  during  1908  ?— 2 Result — Positive 

SEWERAGE— 

Developments  during  1908 — None.  Developments  still  needed — 
Mytholm,  Any  complaints  as  to  offensive  manholes  ? — No. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

Any  complaint  as  to  outfall  works  ? — No. 

SCAVENGING— 

Performed  by  — Contractor.  Annual  cost — £237  15s.  Od.  Any 

inadequacy,  and  where  ? — No. 

BY-LAWS— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1908  ? — No. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Any  steps  taken  for  the  consideration,  adoption,  or  application  of  : — 
(a)  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  ?— No.  (b)  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907  ? — No.  (c)  Other  Adoptive  Acts  ? — No. 


Regulated  Buildings, 

No.  in 

N o on 

Inspec- 

'Irades,  Etc. 

District 

Register 

tions. 

General  Condition. 

Common  Lodging 

Houses  

Canal  Boats  

Slaughter  Houses 

] 

1 

0 

Clean. 

Cowsheds  

18 

18 

20 

Good. 

Offensive  Trades 

3 

3 

7 

(Tanneries)  Improved 

Any  nuisance  from  fish-frying  ? — At  times. 


COWSHEDS— 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1908  ? — In  May  by  Committee. 
Any  action  taken  by  outside  authorities,  e.g.,  under  ‘ Milk  Clauses  ’ 
concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district  ? — No, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 

Any  suspected  spread  by  rats,  dogs,  cats,  fowls,  flies  or  fleas  ?— No. 
How  is  infected  clothing  dealt  with  ? — By  steam  disinfection. 

SCHOOLS— 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with 
school-life  during  1908  ? — No. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902- 

Are  there  any  uncertified  women  attending  confinements  without 
a doctor  ? — No. 

DWELLINGS— 

IN  umber  of  Houses  built  during  1908 — 11.  General  character — 
Stone  built,  mostly  cottages.  Do  the  new  houses  accord  with  By- 
Laws  ? — Yes.  Who  sees  plans  ? — Surveyor  and  Committee.  Any 

occupied  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — No.  Any  overcrowding  of 
persons  in  houses  ? — No.  Any  action  taken  under  the  housing  of 
the  W orking  Classes  Acts  ? — No.  Is  house-to-house  inspection 
systematically  made  ?— Yes.  Are  records  kept  ?— Yes. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— 

W hat  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? — None.  Do  you  recommend 

appointment  of  Health  Visitors  ? — No. 

PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION— 

Any  system  of  notification  ? — No.  Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of 
Patients’  Houses  ? — Yes.  Any  Disinfection  of  ditto.  ? — Yes.  Any 
Distribution  of  Advice  ? — No.  Any  Action  re  Spitting  ? — No.  Any 
Disinfection  of  public  rooms,  vehicles,  etc.  ? — Yes. 

NUISANCES— 

Total  Ho.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1907  ? — 2.  At  close  of 
1908 — 5.  Reported  during  1908 — 23.  Abated  during  1908 — 20. 
Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  abatement  of  Nuisances  during 
1908 — 18.  Total  No.  of  Summonses  and  other  Legal  Proceedings 
— None.  No.  of  Sink  Wastes  disconnected  during  1908 — 48.  Trapped 
—22.  No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1908 — 20.  Kinds — 
19  W.Cs.  ; 1 Tippler.  No.  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  1908 — 
11.  Kinds — Privies  to  W.Cs.  No.  of  House  Drains  tested — 88. 
What  method  adopted  '? — Smoke  Test. 

WHAT  ACTION  HAS  BEEN  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  FOLLOW- 
ING MATTERS  ? 

Seisures  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts — None.  No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken — None.  No. 
of  Allotments  provided  under  the  Acts  or  otherwise  during  1908 — 

None. 

BIRTHS  DURING  1908.— 

Males — 44.  Females — -38.  Total- — 82.  Number  illegitimate, 
included  in  above — 2.  Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — 

4 or  5. 

DEATHS  DURING  1908.— 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  district, 
without  any  correction — 52.  (2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  the  rates 

are  calculated,  Males — 26  ; Females— 32.  Total — 58.  No. 
uncertified,  included  in  the  above— 0. 


' 


- 


■ 

' ■ 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  for  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1908, 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  in  respect 
to  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1908.  This  constitutes 
my  seventh  Annual  Report. 


In  respect  to  the  appended  Tabular  Statement,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  number  of  legal  notices  served,  are  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  previous  years  ; this  generally  speaking- 
may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  of  the  more  flagrant  cases  having 
been  cleared  up  in  the  past  few  years,  those  that  have  come 
under  my  notice  during  1908  being  of  a nature  less  obvious 
to  the  lay  mind  ; owners  have  been  more  difficult  to  move. 
However,  good  work  has  been  done. 

The  water  carriage  system  in  closet  construction  has  obtained 
in  every  case  of  new  buildings  or  additions  ; and  in  eleven 
cases  privies  have  been  converted  to  W.Cs. 

From  Table  C,  and  the  following  statement,  a summary 
of  the  year’s  work  may  be  gathered. 


Year  1908. 

No.  of  Inspections  (including  preliminary,  re-visits,  and 

Statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Fumigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  88 

Drains  Re-constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Drains.  New  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  •••  21 
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Tipplers,  New  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  • ••  1 

W.C.s.,  New...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  19 

Soil  Pipes,  New  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sink  and  Lavatory  Wastes  Disconnected  ...  ...  48 

Rain  Water  Pipes  Disconnected  38 

Gullies,  New  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  72 

Inspection  Chambers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Interceptors  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ventilators  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  Converted  to  W.Cs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  24 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cesspools  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WHARTON  THOMPSON,  Mem.  R.  San.  Inst, 

p 

, Mem.  R.  Inst.  Pub.  Health, 

Nuisance  Inspector . 


